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i MillEaryTimes s | Microtech Select Fire Wilson Combat/ Strider
EE ARS E The 2011 Blade Show winner Chris Reeve Knives BS
e for most innovative American Large Star-henza Strider Knives'

design, Microtech’s Select Fire
is an auto that can be locked

new breaching
hachet is made

With Wilson's trademark
starburst etched into the

| IHI“

outand used as a nonassisted titanium grip and a blade from CPM3V'
liner lock with a twist of the in- made from S35VM steel, steel with G10
cluded wrench. This comes in it's a Chris Reeve Seben- grips and has a
‘handy when traveling in auto- zawithall of its exquis- sharpened
unfriendly jurisdictions. The ite efficiency and the beard to rip
blade is S35VN steel. best manufacturing in through wires
Price: $475-$490,depending the industy found in walls
on finish Price: $420 and a sheath
Our favorites from et son
r you down.
hi lade Sh Bawidamann Mantis MT-9 Pit Boss Price: 475
t 1S year S B ade S ow Blade;ﬁ Like the honey badger of folders, tis lte knife is chisel-tough ;’"“e"al‘;“f';a‘ .
" Zom-B-Gon ‘and box cutter-mean. It's made from G10, machined aluminum and
story ‘Tc'éﬂ.s‘g'm‘iﬁ‘;‘,ﬂ'.’m’e? :)hmc"ms The Zomb-B8-Gon CPM 440V steel with a 2%-inch blade, 5%-inch overall length, sically S“f”,f off
rters have to move fast to see the best blades at is a one-off, cus- ‘and ambi pocket clip for tip-up carry. Price: $65 at retail; military :";d 2:\ ZJ e
Blade Show before they're sold to collectors. tom undead cleav- and ket

ing tool that mea-
sures about 20
inches. I $500
seems steep, just
remember that ri-
fles wil be ltle
more than
doorstops when
the world supply
of ammo runs out
Price: $500

Small companies lay out custom blades on tables, while the big
boys ring the outside of the hall with booths to show off their lat-
est designs.

Among the interesting news we picked up

B The major makers are moving away from S30V stainless stecl
to SB5VN stainless steel. The newer steel alloy s easier on knife-
makers’ tools and heats to a hardness a little greater than S30V.

M Tomahawk manufacturers are still selling briskly to the

0 crowd.

W Sebenza designer Chris Reeve said he's redesigning the iconic

25-year-old knife but wouldn't give any details. We're expecting

‘mostly evolutionary changes with maybe one zinger thrown in

based on his wry smile when asked about any big changes.
roundup of our favorite blades coming out this year:

[MOREGEAR]

Lookto the. ’
Gt IT'S ALL ABOUT THE BENJAMINS
DPx Gear HEST/F ‘more knives and gear
Thisgroloype -t HEST Aty | Eteums COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE ON PAY AND BENEFITS,
. e sl rl;oega iy m canes WUHESTF s a Yspam\er\u adjust thebul plvulandapamun; LN PLUS THE STRAIGHT STORY ON COMPENSATION
of the blade has a boltle opener and slots for stipping wie. Don' confuse this with a gadget knif. s  stou le-saving CUTS, PAY FREEZES AND SALARY DISCREPANCIES.
tool that feels about as tough as it needs to be. Price: $17:
Spartan Blades Kiku Matsuda J-Defender )
Harsey Hunter Kiku Matsuda’s handmade J-Defender is ctical
This is Spartan Blades' second collabora- based on an older Japanese milary fight- :;Es:ane .
tion with Bill Harsey. The new knife is ing knife. It's made from acid-etched D2 This 4140 chromol
754 inches long with an overall length of ool steel and features Matsuda(s hallmark st Glionay

13%inches. s ansitiona blade is song
enough for combat duty but tin enough at
the tp for skinning game.
Price: About $500 as shown.
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‘convex blade shape. It as much a ool as
a collectorsitem. Kiku is a master Japan-
ese bladesmith, and his craftsmanship
shows in his work. Pricez $470

The Blade Show Knif o the Year
fealures a new sublame locktech-
nology tht allows the back scale
1o be made from carbon fiber while
keeping the amilar feelof aninte-
gl lnerlock using atanium
locking sttt To prevent galing,
the locking st has an adjustzble
teeltip that engages with he
bladestang atlockup. Look for an
ealy 2012 release. Price: TBA

seel tescue ool is
based on the World
War Il SPAX (Special
Purpose Ax). s up-
dated biade design
helps rip open metal
fuselages without get-
ting hung up. On the
otherend, the new
spike has depth-
limiting design and
buit-inflcrum for
superior can-opener
acton. Price: $450
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